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OADBY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


for  the  year  1947 


Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report 
on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  District 
for  the  year  1947. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  I  became  your  Medical 
Officer  of  Health 'in  the  -middle  of  the  year,  the  report 
has,  of  necessity,  been  partly  prepared  from  the  records 
of  my  predecessor • 

Mr. G. Edgar  Fryer,  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector, 
has  again  given  me  most  valuable  assistance,  not  only  in 
the  preparation  of  this  report,  but  also  during  the  part 
of  the  year  for  which  I  was  responsible. 

The  figures  in  the  report  show  that  the  health  of 
the  District  has  been  satisfactory  during  the  year. 

Of  the  vital  statistics,  it  will  he  noted  that  the 
birth  rate  has  fallen  considerably  this  year  due,  in  part, 
to  six  fewer  births  and,  in  part,  to  the  estimated  increase 
of  the  population.  Illegitimate  births  are  down  to  one, 
a  continuation  of  last  yearTs  improvement. 

There  is  a  marked  increase  in  the  death  rate,  the 
number  of  deaths  being  increased  by  a  half  of  last  year’s 
figures  which  were  the  lowest  for  ten  years.  The  increase 
is  general  for  all  the  usual  causes  of  death  and  not  due  to 
any  particular  disease. 


•I-  am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  R.  BYARS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY 


Area ,  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ... 

II o,  of  inhabited;  houses  (end  of  1947) 
according  to  Rate  Books  ...  ... 

Rateable  Value  t  1st  April,  1947  ... 

Sun  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


2,529 


•  •  • 


1,835 


.  .  »  £4  5 , 0  o  0 
. . .  £180 


POPULATION  : 

1947  Registrar  General’s  estimate  ...  ...  ...  5,720 

1951  Census,  adjusted  for  subsequent  changes 

in  boundary  ...  .  ...  4,766 

TABLE  showing  the  changes  in  population  during  the  past 

ten  years  : 


1938 

( a )  .  . 

5,242 

1942 ( a)  • .  * . 

••  5,507 

1939 

5,435 

(b)  ..  .. 

(b)  .. 
(a)  .  . 

.  .  *  . ) 

..  ..) 

..  ..) 

5,409 

1943  . 

1940 

5,719 

1944  . 

(b)  .. 

1945  . 

1941 

(a)  .  . 

5,811 

1946  * . 

(b)  .. 

.  .  ..) 

- - 

1947  . 

(a)  -  population  appropriate 

to  calculation 

of  birth 

rate 

(b)  -  population  appropriate 

to  calculation 

of  death 

rate 

BIRTHS 

1946 

1947 

Live  Births  -  Legitimate  .. 

. •  Male 

48 

51 

■■ 

Female 

44 

35 

Total 

92 

86 

Illegit imate . . 

. .  Male 

3 

Female 

2 

1 

Total 

5 

1 

Total  live 

births 

. .  Male 

51 

51 

Female 

46 

36 

Total 

97 

87 

Stillbirths  -  Legitimate 

. .  Male 

2 

Female 

- 

mm 

Total 

- 

O 

Illegitimate. . 

. .  Male 

— 

Female 

- 

- 

Total 

- 

— 

Total  still- 

births  . . 

•  .  Male 

— 

2 

Female 

— 

- 

Total 

_ 

2 
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Birthrate  per  1,000  Estimated  population  :  1946  1947 

Oadby .  17.2  15.2 

England  and  Wales  ....  19.1  20.5 

II legitimate  birthrate  per  1,000  live  births 

Oadby .  51.5  11.5 

Stillbirths  «  Rate  per  1,000.  estimated 

population  j 

Oadby  . . .  Nil.  0.35 


TABLE  showing  numbers  of  births  and  birth  rates  during 

the  past  ten  years  : 


Year 

No. 

of  births 
Oadby 

Birth  rate  per  1,000 
population 

Legiti¬ 

mate 

Illegiti- 
ma  t  e 

Total 

Oadby 

Leicest  6r- 
shire 

England 
&  Wales 

1938 

77 

3 

80- 

15.2 

15.3 

15.1 

1939 

60 

4 

64 

12.0 

15.0 

15 .0 

1940 

68 

3 

71 

12.4 

15.1 

14.6 

1941 

75 

1 

76 

13.0 

14.6 

14.2 

1942 

74 

4 

78 

14.2 

17.3 

15.8 

1943 

82 

4  ' 

86 

16  ;1 

19.6 

16 .5 

1944 

107 

7 

114 

21.2 

21.1 

17.6 

1945 

80 

11 

91 

16.8 

18.8 

16.1 

1946 

92 

5 

97 

'17.2 

20.6 

19.1 

1947 

86 

1 

87 

i .  . 

15.2 

21.2 

. 

20.5 

DEATHS  : 


1946  1947 


Total  number  of  deaths 


Male  24  41 

Female  24  32- 

Total  48  73 


Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  s 

Oadby . .  .  .  •  . 

England  and’ Wales  .. 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  ; 

No.  of  deaths  -  Puerperal  Sepsis 

Other  puerperal  causes.. 

Puerperal  mortality  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  per  1,000  live .and  still  births.. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age  : 

No .  of  deaths  . •  . .  ■ . 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,00Q 
live  births..  ..  Oadby 

England  &  Wales. 


8.5  12.7 

11.5  12.0 


Nil.  Nil. 
Nil.  Nil. 


1.43  1.17 


Nil.  3 

Nil.  34 
43  41 
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Causes  of  Deaths 


Registrar  General’s  Classification 

1 

9  4 

6 

I  9 

1 

4  7 

- r 

M. 

F.  j 

Total 

i.l. 

FV| 

Total 

1. Typhoid  &  Paratyphoid  fevers  ..  .  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 . Cerebro- spinal  fever . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3.  Scarlet  fever  .  .  ...  .  ..  .  .  ..  ..  .. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 .Whooping-cough. .  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5. Diphtheria  ..  . . . . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

6. Tuberculosis,  respiratory  . 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

3 

7 . Tuberculosis ,  other  .  .. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8. Syphilitic  diseases  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

9 . Inf luenzq  . .  . .  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10.  Measles  . 

11.  Acute  poliomyelitis  and 

— 

— 

— 

— 

polioencephalitis  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

12.  Acute  encephalitis  . 

13. Cancer,  bucal  cavity  and 

*■* 

**• 

oesophagus  (M) ,  and  uterus  (F) 

- 

- 

mm 

mm 

- 

- 

14. Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

mm 

- 

- 

4 

1 

5 

15. Cancer  of  breast  . 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

16. Cancer,  all  other  sites . 

2 

5 

7 

4 

4 

8 

17. Diabetes . ..  ..  ..  ..  .. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

18 . Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

5 

3 

8 

3 

8 

11 

19. Heart  disease  . 

6 

9 

15 

17 

4 

21 

20. Other  circulatory  diseases . 

1 

- 

1 

1 

2 

3 

21 .  Bronchit  is . .  .. 

1 

1 

2 

2  . 

.. 

2 

22. Pneumonia  . 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

3 

23. Other  respiratory  diseases . . 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

24. Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum  ..  .. 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

25. Diarrhoea  (under  2  yrs  of  age) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

26 .Appendicitis  ..  . . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

27. Other  digestive  diseases  . . 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

28  . llephri  ti  s  .  .  . 

2 

1 

3 

- 

5 

5 

29. Puerperal  and  post-abortion  sepsis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

30. Other  maternal  causes  ..  ..  . .  .. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

31.  Premature  birth  . .  . .  ..  .. 

32 .  Congenital  malformation,  birth 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

injuries,  infantile  diseases..  .. 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

33. Suicide  . . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

34. Road  traffic  accidents  ..  ..  ..  .. 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

35. Other  violent  causes . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

36. All  other  causes  . .  *.  . . 

4’ 

4 

8 

3 

4 

7 

Total  Deaths  . 

24 

24 

48 

41 

32 

73 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OP  THE  AREA 


•I  an  indebted  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.G.  Edgar  Fryer, 
for  the  following  information  upon  the  sanitary  circumstances  of 
the  area  c. 

Water  Supply  ; . 

The  Leicester  Corporation  Water  mains  are  laid  throughout 
the  area,  and  supply  all  except  a  few  outlying  premises.  The 
water  is  of  excellent  quality  in  all  respects. 


(a)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  having  a  piped 

water  supply  laid  into  the  house . .  ..  1,700 

Population  concerned  in  (a) .  5,563 

(b)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  supplied  from  taps 

in  yards  outside  the  house,  all  taps 

being  Leicester  City  supply .  57 

(c)  No.  of -dwelling -houses  which  have  access  to 

the  Leicester  City  Supply  by  means  of  taps 

fixed  :at  the  end  of  the  road  . .  11 

Population  concerned  in  (b)  and  (c)  .  227 

(d) -No.  of  dwelling  houses  not  connected  with 

public  supply,  consisting  of  outlying 

farms  supplied  from  wells  .  8 


Drainage  and  Sewage  i 

The  sewage  is  dealt  'with  at  the  Council’s  Sewage  Farm. 

Foul  and  storm-water  sewers  were  completed  during  the 
year  on  the  Council  Housing  Estate,  Wigston  Road. 

On  the  31st  December,  1947*  there  were  29  cesspools  in 
the  district,  two  cesspools  having  been  constructed  during 
the  year. 

Closet  Accomodation  : 

Approximate  numbers  in  the  district 


(a)  Privies  .  Nil. 

(b)  Pail  Closets  .  33 

(c)  Water  closets  . 1,795 


No  pail  closets  were  converted  to  water  closets 
during  the  year. 

Public  Cleansing  : 

House  refuse  is  collected  fortnightly  by  the  Council’s 
staff,  and  disposal  is  by  means  of  controlled  tipping  on  a 
low  level  field  at  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works . 
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•  • 


11 

32 


Sanitary  inspection  of  the  Area  : 

Total  number  of  complaints  received,  during  year 
Total  number  of  defects  or  nuisances  discovered  ..  .. 


Total  number  of  inspections  made  : 


Animal  keeping  . 11 

Bakehouses . .  * .  6 

Dairies  and  Cov/sheds  . .  .  .  .  12 

Drainage  Works  .  89 

Duelling  Houses  (all  purposes)  .  248 

Food  Premises..  ..  . .  10 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction . 33 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal . . . .  .  117 

Schools . . . 

Shops  .  .  . . . .  .  .  . .  . .  11 

Slaughter-house  and  Meat  Inspections  ..  . .  61 

Verminous  Premises  and  Scabies  . 

Water  Supplies  . 3 

Workshops,  etc .  7 

Other  Inspections  ..  ..  . . 112 

Total  Inspections  . 720 


notices  Served  during  the  year  : 
Preliminary  : 

Outstanding  on  Jan. 1/47  ..  . . 

Issued  during  1947 . 

Complied  with  during  1947 
Statutory  Action  necessary  . . 
Outstanding  on  Dec. 31/47..  .. 

Statutory  ; 

Outstanding  on  Jan.  1/47 . 

issued  during  1947 . 

Complied  with  during  1947 
Outstanding  on  Dec. 31/47..  .. 


Hous ing  Public  Health 


21  6 

16  134 

8  138 

6 

28  1 


5 

5 


Ho  summary  action  was  taken  during  the  year 

Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  be  controlled  by 
Bye-Laws  and  Regulations  : 


There  are  no  common  lodging  houses.  Ho  offensive  trade 
is  established  and  there  is  no  canal  within  the  area.  There 
are  no  tents  or  vans  used  as  dwellings. 


Camping  Sites  :  There  are  no  camping  sites  in  the  area,  and 

no  licences  have  been  issued. 


Eradication  of 
Bed  Bugs 

Schools 

Shops 


Ho  cases  of  infestation  have  come  under 
observation. 

The  two  Council  schools,  senior  and  Junior, 
are  modern  buildings  with  sound  sanitation, 
good  drainage  and  the  public  water  supply. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Shop  Acts,  1934 


Swimming  Baths;  There  is  one  small  swimming  bath.  This  has 

now  been  de-requisit ioned,  but  the  necessary 
repairs  have  not  yet  been  carried  out. 


(7) 


H  0  U  SING 


( 1)  New  Houses  : 

-Total  number  of  applications  for  Council  Houses 
■  r-e,ce*ived  at  the  end.  of  the  year . . .  272 

Programme  of  New  Houses  to  be  erected  : 

Pre-f  abricated  Houses..  ..  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  Nil 

Permanent  Houses  ;  First  Year . .  ..  ..  100 

Second  Year  . . .  .  .  126 

Houses  erected  during  year  by  Local  Authority..  ..  10 

Houses  erected  during  year  by  Private  Enterprise..  14 

.Permanent  Houses  in  course  of  construction 
at  the  end  of  the  year  :  By  Local  Authority  ....  90 

By  Private  Enterprise  . .  5 

( 2 )  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year  : 

(a)  i.  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public „ Health 
,  ,  prt  Housing  Acts) . 220 

1  ■  ii.  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  this 

-  >'  '  *  purpose.  .  .  .  . . . .  220 

(b)  i.  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  (including  those 

above)  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925 
'  ’  and.  1932  .  Nil 

iiv  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  this 

purpose.'.  ..* .  Nil 

(lC')  '  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  (exclusive  of 

those  referred  to  under  (d)  found  not  to 
be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation .  15 

(d)  Number  of  Dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in 

a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to 
health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 

habitation . .  .  Nil 

( 3 )  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

formal  notice  : 

Number  of  defective  Dwelling  Houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
v  Local  Authority  or  its  officers .  8 

( 4 )  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  j 

( a )  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : 

i. 'Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of 
*  *  '  v/hich  notices  were  served,  requiring 

repairs . .  5 

ii.  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notice  : 

(a)  by  Owners  . . *.  •  .  . .  Nil 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owner  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  ..  ..  ..  134 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  &  14  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936 .  Nil 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936..  ..  . . .  ..  . .  Nil 
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(5)  Housing  Act,  1956  -  .Over -crowding  s 


(a)  i.  Number  of  Dwellings  reported  overcrowded 

during  the  3/ear . IV 

ii.  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ....  17 

lid.  Number '  -of-  persons  dwelling  therein .  102 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  over crowding 

reported  during  the  year .  2 

(c)  i.  Number  of  cases  of  over crowding 

relieved  during  the  year .  12 

ii.  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases.  72 


(d)  -  Cases  where  Dwelling  houses  have  again 
become  overcrowded  after  the  local 
authority  has  taken  steps  for  its 
abatement  .  .  . . .  .  •  •  Nil 

l  i.  »  s 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Milk  c 

( 1}  Retailers  ,  other  than  Cow-keepers 


"  Number  on' register  . . . .  19 

Number  of  inspections  of  premises  .  6 

Number • of  contraventions  found  .  Nil 

(2)  Producers ,  including  those  who  retail  milk  1 

Number  on  register  . .  9 

Number  of  inspections  made  .  12 

Number  of  contraventions  outstanding  from 

previous  year . . .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Number  of  contraventions  found  during  1947  Nil 

Number  of  contraventions  remedied  .  1 

Number  outstanding  on  December  31st,  1947.  Nil 


Meat  and .Other  Foods  1 

There  are  no  regional  slaughter-houses  in  the 
district,  and  the  only  animals  slaughtered  for  food  during 
the  year  were  61  pigs.  All  the  carcases  were  examined  and 
none  was  condemned. 


LABORATORY  REPORT 


The  following  examinations  were  carried  out 
in  the  County  Laboratory  “ 


Sputa  for  Tuberculosis  . 14 

Milk  examinations,  bacteriological  . .  ..  32 

Swabs  for  diphtheria . 5 

Urine,  general  and  bacteriological  ....  20 

Sewage  and  Water  analyses  .  1 

Blood  for  Wassermann  test  . .  .  .  Nil 

Films  for  gonococci  .  Nil 

Milk  for  phosphatase  test  .  1 

Miscellaneous-  .  .  ......  . .  Nil 

Total  Examinations . 73 
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TABLE  showing  notifications  of  infectious  Disease 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


OENERAL  : 

As  remarked  last  year,  the  comon  infectious  diseases 
vary  from  year  to  year.  In  1945  measles  w as  the  prevalent 
disease,  in  1946  it  was  scarlet  fever  and,  in  1947,  measles 
returned  but  only  about  a  third  of  the  1945  notifications 
were  received.  Scarlet  fever  dropped  to  six  cases. 

1947  will  be  remembered  for  the  much  publicised  outbreak 
of  infantile  paralysis  or  poliomyelitis.  In  this  district 
there  was  one  case  notified  and  one  cas'e  of  polioencephalitis 
a  different  form  of  the  disease.  Although  your  medical 
officer  was  called  to  see  several  other  doubtful  cases,  in  no 
other  case  was  the  diagnosis  confirmed. 

A  greater  interest  was  the  case  of  enteric  fever.  This 
was  diagnosed  in  a  boy  in  hospital.  When  the  contacts  v/e re 
examined,  quite  a  large  number  of  them  were  found  to  be 
carriers  of  the  germ  but,  although  they  were  scattered  over 
the  county  and  city,  no  other  actual  case  of  the  disease 
occurred.  With  so  many  carriers,  it  was  impossible  to  find 
where  the  infection  originated. 

DIPHTHERIA  : 

The  campaign  of  immunisation  was  continued  during  the 
year.  Regular  sessions  were  held  in  the  local  schools  for 
both  schoolchildren  and  pre-schoolchildren.  Towards  the 
end  of  the  year  the  sessions  for  pre-schoolchildren  were 
held  at  the  Council  Offices  with  an  improved  response  from 
parents.  One  death  from  diphtheria  is  credited1  to  Oadby 
in  1947.  This  occurred  in  a  woman  over  45  years  of  ag6  whose 
ordinary  residence  is  in  the  district  but  who  died  outside  the 
district. 


